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REAR ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD JOHN TROWBRIDGE 
Condolence Motion 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [3.03 pm]:  I move without notice -  

That this House records its sincere regret at the death of Rear Admiral Sir Richard John Trowbridge and 
tenders its deep sympathy to his family. 

Rear Admiral Sir Richard John Trowbridge passed away in England on 4 May this year.  Sir Richard was 
Western Australia’s twenty-fifth Governor from 25 November 1980 until 24 November 1983, and was the last 
British vice-regal representative in Australia. 

Sir Richard was born on 21 January 1920 in England to a farming family.  He fully expected to become a farmer 
until a downturn in agriculture saw him leave school aged 15 years to join the Royal Navy as a boy seaman.  
Quickly promoted through the ranks, he was commissioned in 1940 and served at sea throughout the Second 
World War.  At the end of hostilities, Sir Richard specialised in gunnery, and was a staff gunnery officer in 
Singapore, where he met Anne Perceval - they married on 26 February 1955. 

Sir Richard captained the destroyer HMS Carysfort in the Mediterranean from 1956 to 1958, and then served as 
second-in-command of the cruiser HMS Bermuda from 1958 to 1959, before returning to the gunnery school at 
Whale Island in Portsmouth, where he was promoted to captain in 1960.  From 1962 to 1964, Sir Richard was in 
charge of the Fishery Protection Squadron, and from 1967 to 1969, he commanded the guided missile destroyer 
HMS Hampshire, which for many years was the flagship of the Western Fleet.  Sir Richard became Extra 
Equerry to the Queen in 1970, and he served as Flag Officer of the Royal Yachts from 1970 to 1975.  He was the 
first officer to rise from boy seaman to captain of the Queen’s yacht Britannia.   

Sir Richard served Western Australia with distinction during his term in office and earned the respect of Western 
Australians who met him during his extensive visits throughout the State.  On behalf of all honourable members 
of this House, I extend our deepest sympathy to Lady Trowbridge and her family. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [3.06 pm]:  I join the Leader of the 
House in support of this condolence motion on the death of Sir Richard Trowbridge, who was the twenty-fifth 
Governor of Western Australia.  In fact, Sir Richard was the last British Governor of Western Australia.   

As we have heard from the Leader of the House, Sir Richard served with distinction in the British Navy.  He was 
born of a farming family and expected to be a farmer, but deep down he wished to go to sea.  Aged 15 years, he 
joined and became a very successful member of the British Navy.  Sir Richard was the first officer to rise from 
boy seaman to be captain of the Queen’s yacht Britannia. 

After Sir Richard retired to Hampshire, the then WA Premier, Sir Charles Court, visited London and persuaded 
Sir Richard to serve as Governor in Western Australia, which he did between 1980 and 1983.  According to the 
Sunday Times - 

 Sir Charles said: “He was a man who didn’t stand on ceremony, he was very down to earth.  He had a 
bit of an Australian way about him.” 

Sir Richard served Western Australia in those three years with distinction, and earned the respect of people 
around the State with whom he came into contact.  On behalf of the Opposition, I extend our sympathy to his 
wife and two sons. 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [3.08 pm]:  I concur with the sentiments of the Leader of the House and 
the Leader of the Opposition.  I had the privilege of attending a reception in Albany for Sir Richard Trowbridge 
when he was Governor; I attended as a partner for my mother.  The then Governor told me that the reviewing 
officer for his passing-out parade - when his commission was received - was my father.  It was quite unusual in 
those days for the passing-out parade to be conducted by a reviewing officer of another service.  I followed Sir 
Richard’s record with interest.   

His term as Governor in Western Australia was short, but, as previously stated, he carried out his duties with 
distinction.  Members of the military usually conduct the affairs of state with dignity, as this is part of their 
training; that is, they are apolitical, and have a sense of what is right and wrong. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon John Cowdell):  I rise to join this motion.  I confirm that the sentiments of this 
Chamber will be conveyed to Lady Trowbridge and her family.  The passage of this motion is a sign of our 
appreciation for the way our late Governor and his family fulfilled the role, and for their contribution to the 
progress and good government of this State.  Sir Richard impressed all of us who knew him during his term of 
office as our Governor, and we convey our sentiments and sympathy to his family.  I ask members to be 
upstanding for one minute’s silence to indicate the passage of this motion.   
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Question passed, members standing. 
 


